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Distribution of 
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addressing NTBs

Provision of:

• Harmonised policies  

• Capacity building for 

implementation

• Access to trade information

• Digital and physical 
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• Harmonizing transit regulations,

• Transparent customs 

processes
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Transparency

• Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs)

• Women and Youth in Trade
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• Labor and social 
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• Anti-Corruption

• Profitable business

Fair and Just Intra-Africa Trade – General Perspective



Fair and Just Intra-Africa Trade – ARSO Perspective

• 99 ARSO Technical Committee

• 2 440 Harmonised African Standards (e.g: GFGP, 
GRMP, Insects, other indigenous)

Harmonised Standards

• ARSO Conformity Assessment Programme (ACAP)

• 11 Certification Schemes with 2 MARKS

• 213 Certification guideline, CA Policies and Certification 
Checklists

Conformity Assessment 

• 36 Training Materials

• 24 Value addition guidelines

• 21 Technical Regulatory guidelines

• 68 Good Practice Outreach Materials (GPOM)

Capacity Building and awareness 
creation activities

• 67 Awareness creation physical workshop (2022-
2025)

• 55 Monthly webinars

• 527 standards brochures (Did You Know)

• AU Women in Processing, ImpactHer

• Essay Competition for Youth

• SME support in certification

Stakeholder engagement, SME development and 
Wormen & Youth empowerment

•African Ecolabelling Standards aligned with 
International market requirements (EUDR) –
Benchmarking process with ITC done & 
continuous 

• Soy, cattle, palm oil, wood, cocoa, coffee, and 
natural rubber and others

Sustainable Practices

• African Trade Web Portal – ARSO DISNET

• ARSO SharePoint – TC Work & access to 
harmonised standards (digital platform to be 
launched soon)

Digital systems and access to 
information 



African Conformity Assessment Programme (ACAP)



ACAP Structure

11 

schemes



ACAP Recognition
….. endorsement of ACAP within the AFRAC MRA 

……. CABs operating under the scheme to fulfil requirements for 
Mutual Recognition Arrangement under AFRAC



Certification Bodies (CB) Accreditation for ACAP

CBs Already ACCREDITED CBs engaged for Accreditation

SN Country CBs

1 Botswana BOBs

2 Burkina Faso ABNORM

3 Cameroon ANOR (completion soon)

4 D R Congo OCC

5 Egypt EOS

6 Ethiopia IES

7 Malawi MBS

8 Namibia NSI

9 Rwanda RSB

10 Togo ATNOR

11 Zimbabwe SAZ



Certified firms – Scheme D – ECOMARK AFRICA 



DUAL MARKING

Planned work under DUAL 

MARKING 

▪ Over 130 products

▪ 96 SMES

Eswatini, Kenya, Ghana, Namibia, 

Togo, Senegal, Zimbabwe, Rwanda, 

Zambia, and Ethiopia 

Dual Marking

ARSO Mark to a product complying with 

the requirements of an adopted 

harmonized African standard

❑ Products must undergo CA procedures, which may include 
testing, inspection, and certification

❑ Producers must have systems in place to ensure traceability of 
their products.

Targeted Products including but not limited to:

❖ Food and agricultural products
❖ Chemicals and cosmetic products 
❖ Building materials
❖ Electrical and electronic products
❖ Textiles and leather products

• Reduced cost

• Access to wider markets

• No Redundant Testing and 

Certification

• Competitiveness

• Regulatory Cooperation

• Consumer Confidence

• Facilitating MRAs



Suppliers Declaration of Conformity (SDoC)

Self-Declaration
Product Identification

Name

Model

Specification

Applicable Standards & 
Regulations

Reference to national 
Regional or International 

Standards

Manufacturer or Supplier 
Details

Name

Address

Signature of responsible party

Test Reports (If 
applicable)

Supporting evidence from 
internal or third-Party labs

Date and Place of Issue

Legal confirmation of 
compliance

• Facilitates faster market entry

• Simplifies Trade and Lowers Costs

• Supports Compliance

• Promotes Supplier Responsibility and 

Transparency

• Enhances Flexibility for SMEs and local 

operators

• Limited recognition in high-

risk sectors

• Risk of False Claims

• Market-Specific Acceptance



Mutual Acceptance of Conformity Assessment 

Results - MRAs

Art. 4, 8, 9, 10

Mutual Recognition 

Arrangement 

Framework

AfCFTA Annex 6

Clause 8 and 9

- Alignment of National 

Quality Policies

- The need for a Technical 

Regulatory Framework

AQP ACTReF
Abuja Treaty

Chapter Xi

Standardization and 

Measurement Systems

- The need for 

NaTReF

- Withdrawal of 

Conflicting 

Standards



Bottlenecks

1. Low level of adoption of Harmonised Standards

2. Limited Testing and Certification Infrastructure

3. Resistance from some National Regulatory

Authorities

4. Under estimation of the value of harmonized

African Standards and ACAP

5. Enforcement and compliance issues

6. Political and Bureaucratic challenges



Interventions

1. Strengthen regional cooperation between 

African standards organizations.

2. Increase investment and support in 

accredited testing laboratories and 

certification bodies.

3. Educate businesses on ACAP requirements

through awareness programs.

4. Simplify the certification process to reduce 

costs for SMEs through Dual Marking

5. Enhance enforcement mechanisms to 

prevent non-compliant products from 

entering the market



Thank you!

ARSO CENTRAL SECRETARIAT
3rd Floor, International House

Mama Ngina Street
P. O. Box 57363-00200

NAIROBI, KENYA.
Tel: +254-020-2224561/3311641/3311608

E-mail: arso@arso-oran.org
info@arso-oran.org

http: www.arso-oran.org
Standardization in Africa
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