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ARSO-UGANDA 2026 
ARSO WEEK 2026  

32ND ARSO GA EVENTS 
15TH – 19TH JUNE 2026 

Kampala, Uganda. 
 

 

 

Theme 
 

““Standards enabling Intra-Africa trade under the AfCFTA 
– One Certificate Working for You”. 

 

 

 

Provisional Programme and Work Schedule 

 

 

The Speke Resort Munyonyo, Kampala 

 

 

15th – 19th June 2026 

Kampala, Uganda. 

 

  

  

32nd ARSO General Assembly 
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME AND WORK SCHEDULE FOR THE 32nd ARSO GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY AND THE AFRICAN DAY OF STANDARDISATION – (ALL ARSO MEMBERS AND 
STAKEHOLDERS) - AGENDA ITEMS, PROGRAMME AND WORK SCHEDULE 

All members and Stakeholders 

Programme Highlights for Day 1-5 and level of participation: 
 Day 1 - Monday – 15th June 2026 
(i) 17th ARSO Champions Meeting  (for ARSO Champion members only) – 8:00 -10:30HRS 
(ii) ARSO Workshop on Cosmetology and the related standardisation and Conformity Assessment programmes (All members and Stakeholders) - 8:00 -10:30HRS 
(iii) The ISO-ARSO Enhanced Cooperation Agreement/The Kigali Agreement – signed on 9th October 2025 – The implementation roadmaps  All members and Stakeholders) – 

11:00 -12:00HRS. 
(iv) The ARSO Strategic Plan 2027-2032 - Review of the proposed Strategic Mission, Vision, Goals, Objectives and Activities  (All members and Stakeholders) - 12:00 – 13:00HRS. 
(v) ISO Digitalization initiatives: Discussions on digital evolution and business transformation (All members and Stakeholders). 14:00 -15:00HRS. 
(vi) 74th ARSO Council Meetin, including the GPS and FRAC Sessions (for ARSO Council members Only) – 14:00 – 17:30HRS 

 
 Day 2,  16th June 2026 
(i) 74th ARSO Council Meetin, including the GPS and FRAC Sessions (for ARSO Council members Only) – 8:00 – 13:00HRS. 
(ii) ARSO Workshop on Textiles and Leather  (All members and Stakeholders) -  14-17:30HRS 
(iii) Workshop on the Singapore-Africa Trade and the supporting quality infrastructure (All members and Stakeholders) - 14-17:30HRS 

 
 Day 3, Wednesday, 17th June 2026 - (All members and Stakeholders) 
(i) World Bank Seminar on the World Development Report 2025 “Standards for Development” – 8:00 -10:30 HRS. 
(ii) Official opening Ceremony for the 32nd ARSO General Assembly Events/ARSO-Week 2026 – 11:00 -12:00HRS. 
(iii) High-Level Panel Discussion Session: “Standards enabling Intra-Africa trade under the AfCFTA – One Certificate working for you”  – 12:00 – 13:00 HRS. 
(iv) The African Day of Standardisation held in three sessions – 14:00 -17:30HRS. 

 
 Day 4, Thursday, 18th June 2026 - (All members and Stakeholders) 
(v) 32nd ARSO General Assembly Meeting – 8:00 17:30HRS 
(i) Gala Dinner – 19:00 – 21:00 HRS. 

 
 Day 5, Friday, 19th June 2026 - (All members and Stakeholders) 

(i) Industrial visits /Tourism Excursion/City Tour - 8:00 17:30HRS 
 
Day 1, Monday – 15th June 2026 

8: 00 – 8: 30 HRS Registration 
 
 

 
8: 30 -10:30H 
 
 

ARSO Workshop on Cosmetology and the related standardisation and 
Conformity Assessment programmes. 
Theme: “Harnessing Africa’s Cosmetology Industry for Sustainable Growth: Addressing Regulatory and 

Technological Barriers to Global Trade and Competitiveness”. Session Highlights: 
1. Global beauty and personal care industry outlook and the strategic role of Africa’s cosmetology sector in the 

global economy. 
2. Key market trends and dynamics in the untapped Potential of Africa’s Cosmetology Industry: opportunities 

for growth, and the regulatory and technological challenges affecting industry competitiveness. 
3. The role of standards and conformity assessment in ensuring product quality, safety, and facilitating market 

access. 
4. Strengthening market surveillance systems to protect consumers, enhance quality assurance, and build trust 

in African beauty products. 
5. Empowering SMEs through standards and certification: fostering innovation, inclusivity, and products tailored 

to African consumers. 
Moderator: ARSO, SABS, official, South Africa 
Open/Overview Presentation: Intertek Official. 
Discussants 
1. CEN CENELEC 
2. GSO 
3. SON/Nigeria 
4. Intertek 
5. TBS/Tanzania 
6. Kenya Pharmacy and Poisons Board (PPB) 
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10:30-11HRS  
 

 
Tea/Coffee Break 
 

 
11:00 - 12:00 HRS 
 

The ISO-ARSO Enhanced Cooperation Agreement/The Kigali Agreement – 
signed on 9th October 2025 – The implementation roadmaps. Session 
Highlights: 
1. The ISO-ARSO Enhanced Agreement – outline 
2. The Strategic Benefits of the Agreement 
3. Strategies for implementation in line with the two priority Annexes - Annex I – Guidelines for standards development, 

adoption, and regional harmonization    and Annex II – Licensing and copyright protection framework.  
  
Moderator: Dr. Hermogene Nsengimana, Secretary General, ARSO and Sergio Mujica, Secretary-General, ISO.  
Open/Overview Presentation: ISO Official. 
Discussants: All delegates – Open Session. 
 

12:00 - 13:00 HRS 
 

The ARSO Strategic Plan 2027-2032 - Review of the proposed Strategic Mission, 
Vision, Goals, Objectives and Activities. Session Highlights 

1. From 2022-2027 Strategic Plan to 2027-2032 Strategic Plan, milestones and challenges. 
2. 2027-2032 Strategic direction and roadmap in the context of key Global and Africa’s Development 

Policies like the SDGS 2030, Agenda 2063, the AfCFTA Agreement and the African Quality Policy. 
3. The Strategic Mission, Vision, Goals, Objectives and Activities and outcomes. 
4. The implementation Plan including partnerships and collaborations. 

 
Moderator: Ms. Nadine Umutoni, Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, ARSO/PAQI Coordinator  
Open/Overview Presentation 

(i) Ms. Thabisa Mbunguana, Standardisation Professional and Divisional Head: Strategic Relationship 
Management at City of Tshwane, South Africa. 

(ii) Ms. Susanah Munyiri, Senior TBT Advisor AfCFTA & PAQI, AfCFTA Secretariat. 

 
 

13:00 – 14:00 HRS 
 

Lunch Break 

14:00 -15:00HRS. ISO Digitalization initiatives: Discussions on digital evolution and business 
transformation (All members and Stakeholders). Session Highlights 
1. Digital evolution and business transformation, and the African perspectives 
2. The Smart Standardisation and digitalisation: why the need for SMART standards and benefits.  
3. The IEC/ISO SMART Standards Programme. 
4. Implications to Manufacturers/Companies, Regulators Standards developers End users and to the Standardisation Experts 

and standards developers. 
5. Opportunities and challenges for the ISO members 
Moderator: ISO Official 
Open/Overview Presentation: ISO Official.  
 

14:00 – 17:30HRS 74th ARSO Council Meeting, including the GPS and FRAC Sessions (for ARSO 
Council members Only). 
 

Day 2 – 16th June 2025 – 8:00-17:30 HRS 
 
8:00-13:00 HRS 74th ARSO Council Meeting – ARSO Council Members ONLY. 
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14:00 -17:30 HRS 
 

 
Two Workshops running simultaneously. 
ARSO Workshop on Textiles and Leather. Theme: Leveraging the Potentials of 
the Textile and Leather Industry for Africa’s economic Development and Intra-
African Trade. Session Highlights 

1. The current status and the potential of Africa’s Textile and fashion industry for Africa’s 
Industrialisation and Manufacturing and Intra-Africa’s Trade. 

2. The Challenges within the Textile Industry including the Second-hand clothes, and the 
need to promote the SMEs in the textile Industry and the need and benefits of National 
and Regional (RECs) policies. 

3. Strategic importance of Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment for the 
Textile and Leather Industry. 

4. Benefits of having Africa’s Body Measurements, Clothing and Footwear for intra-African 
Trade under the AfCFTA and the AGOA. 

Moderator: Prof. Igadwa Josphat, ARSO TC 53 Chair. 
Open/Overview Presentation: Ms. Clementine Mukamana. 
Discussants: 

1. Afreximbank 
2. ALLPI - Mr. Nicolus Mudungwe, the Executive Director 
3. COMESA Official 
4. ARSO Member State – Burkina Faso. 
5. EiTEX (Ethiopian Institute of Textile and Fshion Technology) 

 
 
Workshop on the Singapore-Africa Trade and the supporting quality 
infrastructure. Session Highlights 

1. Capacity Building Workshop on Enhancing National Quality Infrastructure (NQI) 
2.  Quality Infrastructure for Economic Transformation: Overview of Singapore’s 

Standards, Conformity Assessment and Accreditation 
3. Food Safety and Cold Chain Logistics: Overview of the food safety and cold chain 

logistics ecosystem, its governing standards, and regulatory frameworks. We will 
also explore Singapore's experience and approaches within the food safety and 
cold chain logistics sector. 

Moderator: Key Presentation/Presenter and Discussants, to be updated. 
 

19:00 – 20:00 HRS Welcoming Cocktail Speeches and Refreshments - All members and 
Stakeholders. 

 
Day 3 - Wednesday, 17th June 2026 – African Day of Standardisation and the official    Opening of 
the 32nd ARSO General Assembly - All Stakeholders 

 
8:00 -8:30 HRS. 

 
Registration and networking 

8:30 -10:30 HRS. World Bank Seminar on the World Development Report 2025 “Standards for 
Development”. 
Session Highlights 

1. The World Development Report 2025 “Standards for Development” – Overview 
• Standards as “hidden infrastructure” shaping productivity, market access, and trust 
• The importance of matching ambition with capacity 

2. Standardisation as a Tool for Development: Productivity, Market Access, and Sustainability 
• How standards support upgrading, competitiveness, and domestic market performance 
• The growing role of standards—including voluntary sustainability standards—in addressing global public goods (e.g., climate, 
biodiversity) 

3. Making Standards Work in Practice: Capacity, Inclusion, and System Design 
• Challenges in Africa: compliance costs, limited quality infrastructure, and uneven participation 
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• The role of tiered approaches, maturity models, and partial certification schemes in enabling gradual upgrading and broader 
inclusion 

4. Public and Private Standards: Complementarities, Tensions, and Coordination 
•The rising importance of private standards and buyer-driven requirements 
• Risks of fragmentation (“spaghetti bowl”) vs opportunities for benchmarking, alignment, and mutual recognition 
• How public systems (NQI, regulation) and private standards can work together. 

5. Strategies and Partnerships to Strengthen Standardisation Systems in Africa 
- Building national quality infrastructure and regional cooperation 
- Aligning with the Africa Quality Policy 
Opportunities for collaboration across governments, regional bodies, development partners, and the private sector. 

Moderator: Ms Esther Ngari, MD KEBS, ARSO Council.  
Open/Overview Presentation: Xavier Gine, Lead Economist, Finance and Private Sector 
Development Team of the Development Research Group, World Bank. 
Discussants: 
1. Xavier Gine, World Bank 
2. Raymond Murenzi, RSB DG 
3. Either Mr. Aka Kouassi, Chief Technical Advisor or Mr. Francois Denner, International 

QI Senior Expert, UNIDO 
4. Mr Sergio Mujica, SG, ISO  
5. AFREXIM Bank representaive 

 

10:30 -11:00HRS Coffee and Tea Break 

 

11:00 - 12:00HRS 

 

Official Opening Ceremony 
1. Welcoming Remarks – Eng. James Kasigwa – Executive Director, UNBS. 
2. Welcoming Remarks – Dr. Hermogene Nsengimana, ARSO Secretary 

General. 
3. Key note address by – Honourable Guest of Honours, AUC 
4. Key Note Address - by Mr. Kebapetse Botsile – President, ARSO.  
5. Key Note Address and Official Opening - Uganda Government Official 

(President, Prime Minister, Minister, as Designated by the Government). 
6. Launch of the Sustainability and circular Economy standards 

 
 MEDIA AND PHOTO SESSIONS -To be organised by Master of 

Ceremony. 
12:00 – 13:00 HRS High-Level Panel Discussion Session: “Standards enabling Intra-Africa 

trade under the AfCFTA – One Certificate working for you”.  
Theme Highlights 

1. Conformity Assessment Procedures and the ARSO Mark 
2. The impact of conformity assessment on global and intra-African trade  
3. Challenges of different standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures as 

Technical Barriers to Trade in Africa under the AfCFTA and in context of SMEs 
market Access.  

4. The AfCFTA Opportunities for promoting Coherent Regulatory 
Framework/Conformity Assessment. 

5. The Africa’s challenge and bottleneck of different Regulatory Frameworks with 
regards to Quality Marks and the importance of the ARSO Mark.  

6. Role of Trade and Industry Ministries in policy initiatives to promote Conformity 
Assessment systems. 
 

Moderator : 
ARSO Secretary General – Dr. Hermogene Nsengimana. 
 
Discussants: 

1. Mr. Botsile Kebapetse, ARSO President 
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2. Dr Khaled Soufi, President, ISO. 
3. AfCFTA Secretariat Official. 
4. Minister for Trade and Industrial Development, Uganda.  
5. Ms Lena Darghama, SG, RNF. 

 
13:00 -14:00 HRS LUNCH BREAK 

African Day of Standardisation – 14:00 – 17:30 HRS 
Three Sessions on the theme with Open/Overview Presentations and discussions by Resource persons, 
discussants and Experts:  

 
 
 

14:00 -15:00HRS 
 

 

Session 1: Agro-processing. 
Theme: The Role of Agro-processing Industries in Sustainable Development and the 
Challenge of incoherent Regulatory Frameworks in Africa. 
 
Theme Highlights 
1. The Status of Agro-processing and contributions to Africa Economic growth 

and Intra-African Trade and the AfCFTA Opportunities. 
2. The Technical Barriers to Trade and SPS Challenges in the Agro-processing 

Industry. 
3. ARSO standardisation and Confirmty Assessment Programmes in the context 

of the AfCFTA TBT Annex 6.  
4. Challenges and the need for Capacity Building for SMEs within the Agro-

processing Industry. 
 
Moderator: Mr. Reuben Gisore, Technical Director, ARSO 
Open/Overview Presentation: Ms. Liliane Kamanzi. 
Discussants: 
1. AfDB 
2. ITC 
3. UGANDA SME  
4. AOAC International 
5. TMA. 

 
 
 
 

15:00 – 16:00HRS  
 

Session 2: ARSO Conformity Assessment Programme (ARSO ACAP) . Theme: 
“Strengthening Africa’s Quality Infrastructure: The Strategic Role of Conformity 
Assessment in Trade and Sustainable Development”. Session Highlights 

1. Overview of global trends and best international practices in conformity 
assessment and their role within quality infrastructure systems. 

2. The ARSO Conformity Assessment Programme in the context of the World 
Trade Organization / WTO Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement and the 
African Continental Free Trade Area: implementation status, strategies, 
challenges, and benefits to Member States. 

3. The ARSO Quality Mark as a “One Certificate” model: enabling market access 
and facilitating intra-African trade under AfCFTA. 

4. Promoting Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity and mutual recognition of 
conformity assessment procedures as tools for reducing technical barriers to 
trade and advancing the One Certificate approach. 

5. The role of national and regional conformity assessment bodies, and collaboration 
opportunities with African Union Pan African Quality Infrastructure institutions 
and Regional Economic Communities (RECs). 

 
 

Moderator: Eng. James Kasigwa – Executive Director, UNBS. 
Open/Overview Presentation: Mr. Reuben Gisore, Technical Director, ARSO 
Discussants: 
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1. Abdourahamane Ndione, DG, ASN, Senegal. 
2. PTB – Dr. Barbara Siegmund 
3. KENAS - Eng. Michael Talam - Acting Chief Manager Certification and Inspection. 
4. COTECNA - Antoine ANNEY. 
5. EAC representative 

 
16:00 - 16:30HRS  Tea and Coffee Break 

 

16:30 - 17:30 HRS 
 

 Session 3: Eco Mark Africa Certification and the Voluntary Sustainable 
Standards (VSS). Theme: ““Aligning Standards, Certification, and Trade 
Policy with the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals to Accelerate 
Sustainable Industrialisation and development in Africa.” Session 
Highlights 

1. Overview of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with emphasis on Goal 12: Responsible 
Consumption and Production. 

2. The role of Voluntary Sustainable Standards (VSS) and eco-certification in enabling sustainable 
trade and industrial transformation in Africa. 

3. Eco Mark Africa Certification Scheme: value proposition, certification process, and current 
implementation status. 

4. Aligning Eco Mark Africa with global regulatory frameworks (e.g., EUDR): implications for 
climate change mitigation, low-carbon transitions, and biodiversity conservation. 

5. Made in Africa (MiA) Certification: opportunities and barriers for SMEs in accessing sustainable 
certification and participating in green value chains. 

6. Need for standards aligned to the UN SDGs 2030, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD) and the African Union Protocol Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa (ADP), to 
facilitate equal access to products, services, and digital accessibility. 

Moderator: ANOR Cameroun Official, ARSO Council. 
Open/Overview Presentation.: ARSO Sustainability Standards benchmarking 
study - The International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD). 

1. KIMERA Henry Richard  - ARSO COCO Chairman  
2. Nathan Singambwa, CEO, ZABS, Zambia 
3. Cristina Larrea, Director, Agriculture, Food and Sustainability Initiatives, (IISD). 
4. Ms Marxine Waite, ECOS. 
5. Inable 
6. IACO 
7. UNECA 

 
 
 
 
19:00 – 21:00 HRS 
 

Gala Dinner  
- Recognition and Awards for 13th Essay Competition Winners 
- Recognition and Awards for the Made in Africa-Expo Winners.  
- Recognition for the best Performing ARSO TCs. 
-  Recognition for the contributors to the ARSO Fund. 
 Closing Remarks by ARSO Officials and a Designated Uganda Government 

Official. 
 

Day 4, Thursday, 18th June 2026 – 32nd ARSO General Assembly Meeting  
 
8.00 – 8.30 HRS Registration 



ARSO/32ARSO GA/JUNE 2026/KAMPALA/UGANDA/PROGRAMME/ENGLISH 

 

       
 

  

  

   

 

 

8.30 – 9.00 HRS 
 

Remarks 
 
1. Dr. Hermogene Nsengimana – Secretary General, ARSO. 

 
2. Opening Remarks – Mr. Botsile Kebapetse – President, ARSO. 

• Welcoming session of new/reactivating members. 
 

9.00- 10.30HRS 1. Roll Call 
2. Election of Rapporteurs 
3. Adoption of Agenda 
4. Adoption of the report of the Meeting of the 31st ARSO General Assembly held on 

23rd – 27th June 2025 at the Golden Tulip Hotel, Zanzibar, Tanzania. 
5. Matters Arising from the Meeting of the 3 Adoption of the report of the Meeting 

of the 31st  ARSO General Assembly held on 23rd – 27th June 2025  at the 
Golden Tulip Hotel, Zanzibar, Tanzania. 

 Recognition Visits to The Made in Africa Exhibitions 
10:30 – 11 HRS TEA/COFFEE BREAK 

 
11:00 – 13:00 HRS 

6. ARSO Secretary General’s report to the Assembly on ARSO Activities for the 
period July 2025 – June 2026 on the implementation of ARSO strategic plan 2022- 
2027. 

7. Draft ARSO 2028-2032 Strategic Plan. 
8. ARSO Audited Financial Reports for the Year ending 31st December 2025. 
9. ARSO Council Reports to the General Assembly based on the Council 

Resolutions of 73rd and 74th ARSO Council Meetings. 
 

13:00 – 14:00 HRS LUNCH BREAK 

14:00 – 17:00 HRS 

 

(Consideration of a 
health break) 

 

10. ARSO’s relations with Regional and International 
Organisations and Partners. 

11. Date and Venue of the 33rd ARSO General Assembly Events. 
12. Adoption of the Resolutions of the 32nd ARSO General Assembly 
13. Vote of thanks and closing Remarks 

• ARSO member and Stakeholder 
• Remarks -ARSO Secretary General – Dr. Hermogene Nsengimana. 
• Closing remarks - Mr. Botsile Kebapetse ARSO President. 

Day 5, Friday, 19th June 2026: Industrial visits /Tourism Excursion/City Tour 

08:00-08:30HRS 
 

Registrations and Pickups 
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08:30-17:30RS 
 

 
Destination: To be decided by UNBS 
Departure Time:  08:30 hrs by bus 
Assembly Point: Official venue – 08:00-08:30hrs 
Transfer back Hotels: 17.00hrs 

 
 

20th June 2026 – Delegates’ Departure – Travel Logistics 
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